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Recently I had the opportunity to speak with the Superintendent from the Moors District of the 
Reformed Church in Germany.  It wasn’t long until we started talking about the challenges in the 
church in Germany and in the United States.  Then it wasn’t long until we were talking Dollars 
and Euros. 
 
I wanted details on the way the church is funded in Germany.  He explained that the church is 
funded through the state.  “When you pay your income tax, 10% of the tax you pay to the state 
goes to the church.  This is the church tax.”  The church in Germany receives Euros from all the 
taxpayers - what a dream!  Well, kind of. 
 
Obviously, we don’t have that system.  We have stewardship month.  Rather than receive money 
through the IRS, the church passes the plate, and we encourage pledging so we know how much 
money we can count on for our budget.  During this month we encourage everyone in the church 
to prayerfully consider their giving.  What did you give to the church last year?  What are you 
called to give this year? 
 
This is a very important practice.  Though the German system generates more revenue (until the 
people who go to church say, “we’re not paying for that anymore) we’re encouraged to quantify 
the importance of spiritual nurture in our lives.  More money doesn’t necessarily mean more im-
portant, but thinking carefully about this question encourages us to consider where our spiritual 
journey ranks among our financial priorities.  Is our spiritual life as valuable to us as cable tv?  Is 
our spiritual life as valuable to us as cable, internet and cell phone put together?  Or perhaps, our 
spiritual food and the fruit it generates is as important to us as our actual food in terms of dollars 
and cents. 
 
I don’t know where your spiritual journey falls among your financial commitments, but I encour-
age you to think about this, and to pray about it.  I also encourage you to think about the Biblical 
benchmark of the tithe ( or 10% of your income) for your giving.  Consider pledging this year if 
you haven’t done so before.  And consider increasing your pledge a percentage of your income 
this year to work toward the goal of a tithe. 
 
Please prayerfully consider what God is calling you to give to the church in the coming year.  
Please bring your pledges with you to worship on November 8th, and we will dedicate them to the 
service of God together. 
         Pastor Todd 
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Minutes Oct. 18, 2009  
 
I. Barbecue Dinner – Weds., Oct 21  5:30 PM 
A. Karen Tennessen will prepare bbq, Jackie Steffes will help with final prep and serving– 
Thanks 
B. Smejas will pick up additional groceries and coordinate meal prep –Thanks 
C. Servers – Try to arrive no later than 5:00 PM 
D. Desserts  - Bring one if you can 
  
II.  Spook House – Oct. 30 – 6:30 – 8:30 
A. Planning committee – 6:30 Weds., Oct. 28 at Smeja’s – Molly P.,  Katie,  Emily W., Tressa, 
Cody, Amber G., Garrett R, Garret W., Michael, Jared 
B. Construction – Friday Oct. 30  
 - 10:00 - Materials Gatherers: Cameron, Katie, Tracy, Garret W., Jared, Troy, Michael, Cody 
  - 11:30 and on – Others come as you can to help. 
Barbeque served at noon.  Work to follow immediately after until completed – 4:00 (?) 
C. Haunting Time – Friday – Oct. 30 - 6:30 – 8:30 
Lights on – 6:30 – 7:00 - Then darkened until perhaps the last “showing” 
Games upstairs with costume contest at 8:00. 
Clean up immediately afterwards. 
  
III. Summer Mission Trip 
 A trip to Denver seems to be winning interest in many folks.  Chuck is investigating a few 
sites and will have more info at the next meeting. 
  
IV. Coming Events 
1. Next regular meeting – Sunday, Nov. 8 – 6:30 – UCC church hall 
2. Youth Gr. Pasty Sale – Sat. Dec. 12 – Keep this date open! 
  
If you have a friend who might be interested in joining the Youth Group, please invite him or 
her to any of these events. 
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The planning has begun for the next joint mission trip between Plymouth UCC and Congrega-
tional UCC in Mineral Point.  The scheduled date is Saturday, January 16 through Sunday, 
January 24, 2010.   An informational meeting is scheduled for Thursday, November 19 at 7PM 
in fellowship hall. 
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Tuesday November 24th, 7:00pm at Congregational UCC  
Come join your friends from throughout the community as we give thanks to God in prepara-
tion for our holiday celebrations. 
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Date:  October 7, 2009 
 
Members Present:  Nancy Schmit, Todd Smith-Lippert, Jim, Bennett, Karen Tennessen, Kandy Keuler, Greg 
Wilson, and Lisa Howard. 
Also Present:  Marla Martin 
Absent:  Fritz Aschliman 
 
-Greg called the meeting to order. 
-Todd gave the opening prayer. 
 
Financial Report 
Marla presented the financial report.  Income for the month of September was $6,664.89.  September expenses 
were $6,570.56.  Kandy made the motion to accept the financial report.  Jim seconded the motion, which was 
unanimously approved. 
 
Bills Payable 
The Bills payable report shows $5,173.93.  Kandy made the motion to pay the bills.  Jim seconded the motion, 
which was unanimously approved. 
 
September Council Minutes 
The September council minutes were reviewed.  Nancy moved to accept the minutes.  Jim seconded the mo-
tion.  The minutes were approved unanimously.   
 
Pastor’s Report 
Todd shared he was in Chicago at the Theological Seminary attending the Fall Board Meeting for CUE 
(Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries).  The board transitioned into a new structure and moved from a full-
time executive director to a half-time development associate.  Todd served as the chair for the transition and 
has handed off the chair to a Conference Minister. 
Patty Ivey’s funeral will be held on Monday, October 11th. 
The time change has gone smoothly so far. 
During the Stewardship campaign which will start October 18 through November 8 worship will focus on the 
Book of Acts. 
Terri Weier’s daughter Kristen has requested to be married at the church September 11, 2010. 
 
Building and Grounds – reported by Jim Bennett 
The overhang on the west side entrance will be taken down and redone in October. 
 
Mission Partnership 
Check out the Mission/Partnership column in the newsletter. 
Worship Committee – reported by Nancy Schmit 
Our church will be hosting the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service on November 24 at 7:00pm. 
 
Christian Education reported by Karen Tennessen 
There is nice help during Sunday School. 
The Sunday School Christmas Program will be held on Sunday, December 20.   
 
Finance reported by Nancy Schmit 
The pledge packets will be ready and available to be picked up on Sunday, October 18. 
                          Continued on next page 
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Membership/Fellowship reported by Greg Wilson 
The committee has been reviewing the membership list and will be purposing to move non active members to 
a “Friends List”. 
Reviewed the ticket cost for the beef dinner and decided to increase the cost to $8.50.  Children 5 and under 
will eat free. 
 
Youth Group reported by Karen Tennessen 
The group is planning a Bethel Horizon trip.  Under discussion is the Haunted House this year.   
The youth will be serving the dinner at the Harvest Auction. 
 
 
Next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 11th. 
 
Nancy made the motion to adjourn the meeting with Karen seconding the motion.   
 
Respectively Submitted by Lisa Howard   
 
Beginning Balance:  $14,180.54 
Income:                         6,664.89 
Expenses:                      6,570.59  
Ending Balance:        $14,274.84 
 
Bills Payable                $5,173.93 
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Patty Johnston's son, Jerry, is going through stem 
cell treatment.  Prayers and cards are welcome.  
There is also a caring bridge link: 
http//www.caringbridge.org/visit/jerryjohnston/jo
urnal 
 
Stanford Hospital 
300 Pasteur Drive 
Bone Marrow and Stem Cell Unit 
Jerry Johnston, Rm # E123 
Stanford, CA 94305   
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Listening Session at Plymouth UCC 
November 15 at 2:00p.m. 
 
For the past few years it has been clear to 
the Board of Directors of the Wisconsin 
Conference that the Conference does not 
have an organizational or staffing that is 
sustainable going forward.  The economic 
crisis has accelerated the need to make 
changes that move the Conference beyond 
deficits in the current and projected Confer-
ence budgets.  A series of listening sessions 
are being held throughout the Wisconsin 
Conference to explain to proposed changes 
and to hear feedback from congregations.  
One listening session will be held at  
Plymouth UCC in Dodgeville on Sunday 
November 15 at 2:00p.m. 
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Mae  Kinsman 
Sienna Crest Asst Living 
210 Copper St 
Mineral Point, WI 53565 
987-7456 
Merton & Alice Baker 

975 N 5th Ave #107 
St Charles, IL 60174 
(630) 524-5248 
 
Bob & Evelyn Ivey 
730 Center St 
Mineral Point, WI 53565 
987-2116 
 

Marge Johnson 
Mineral Point Care Center 
109 N Iowa St 
Mineral Point, WI 53565 
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Specific needs include boxed desserts, peanut 
butter, beans, canned tuna, canned chicken 
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The next monthly UCC pasty sales will take place on: 
January 9 
February 13  
March 13 
April 10 
 
If you have changes to your standing order, please contact 

Heather Dampf at the Church Office at 987-2025 or by  email 
at mpucc@gmail.com.   .  

--Partnership Visit:  Our recent visit by 11 guests from our partner church 
is the UEK Moers District has concluded successfully. Thank you to all the 
host families, to those who made contact and helped with the visit.  Visits 
to Potosi , Dubuque,  Upland Hills Health, Hodan Center and Mineral 
Point Schools were enjoyed.  Both new and rekindled friendships were the 
main outcome of this visit.  
 
--Iowa County Homeless Shelters:  our involvement is ‘on hold’ pending 
any project 
 
Development in our community. 
--Neighbors in Need: this special offering of the UCC that supports Justice 
and Witness Ministries  was received on October 4th,  thank you to those 
who contributed, you may still do so, just earmark and forward to  Marla.  
--WECARE: Collection of all clothing, shoes, personal and household ef-
fects  to be distributed locally to needy families continues, just look for the 
box in the chapel. 
--Iowa County Food Pantry: a local door to door campaign was completed, 
done by our National Honor Society at the MPHS, on Oct 8-10th. Over  50 
bags of food items were collected, a huge thank you to this group and their 
advisor, Ms. Schaefer.  ICFP is grateful as they  
continue to be much in need of donations.  We also continue to accept your 
donations to the pantry in our basket in the chapel. 
--Food Resource Project:  This year’s projects are nearing completion, with 
the harvest or our Soybean crop at the Robert and Jill White farm and the 
pending sale of the two feeder steers at the Mary Dunn farm.  Watch for 
update news of our projects. 
--Advent:  Watch for update announcements as to this year’s Advent/
Alternate giving fair. We  plan to be underway the last two Sundays of No-
vember, up to Christmas.  If you would like to help with this year’s fair, 
contact Dick J.  
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Thank you to everyone who 
worked at the October pasty sale 
and to those who purchased pas-
ties.  We are very grateful to the 
many youth group members who 
helped since our church work 
crew was smaller than normal. 
 
There will NOT be a pasty sale in 
November.  The Youth Group is 
having a pasty sale on December 
12.  If you want to order pasties, 
call Chuck Tennessen at 987-
3835.   
 
The next regular church pasty sale 
will be on Saturday, January 9, 
2010.  Your standing order will 
be in effect unless you call 
Heather at 987-2025 to change 
your order.  Please mark your cal-
endars and make plans to pick up 
your pasties before 10 am on the 
9th. 
 
Workers are needed for the Janu-
ary pasty sale.  Contact Karen 
(987-3835) or Deb (987-3597) 
and let them know if you can 
help.  A sign up sheet will also be 
in the church beginning Decem-
ber 13. 
 
Thank you, 
Karen Tennessen and Deb Ivey; 
Pasty Sale Organizers 

Pasties in 2009: 
January no sale 
February     $2,188 
March         $2,176 
April      $2,208 
September   $3,017 
October    $2,876 
total         $12.465   
From this total we had given 
$2200 to the Youth Group 
for their mission trip, leaving 
a balance of $10,265.  



German Guests 
 The 11 guests from Germany were entertained 
generously by the Aschliman’s, Gibbon’s, Schmit’s, 
Smeja’s Tennessen;s,Keuler-Josh, And Crawford’s. 
The guests were met at Chicago O’Hare Airport on 
Saturday by Phil & Theresa with snacks and water 
for the Van Galder Bus Ride to Madison. They 
were met at Madison Park and Ride by drivers for 
the ride to Mineral Point. 
 At church on Sunday they participated in the ser-
vice with Pastor Todd by presenting greetings and 
gifts for the congregation. A potluck followed. The 
afternoon was spent walking, going to the Shoe 
Box, the Wisconsin River and the Frank Lloyd 
Wright visitor center and the local artist’s down-
town.  
 Monday We visited the Potosi Beer Museum and 
the Mississippi River museum in Dubuque. 
 Tuesday we went to the Uplands Hills Hospital, 
Hodan Center and Middle & High school building. 
We met the two German exchange students who 
accompanied us during the tour. They had ques-
tions, opinions on how our institutions are funded 
and supported. They are experiencing a change in 
the funding of their Churches and Health & Service 
institutions. Ursula commented when leaving the 
school it all looked like High School Musical.   
 Kandi and Dick shared the Brewer House for a 
farewell potluck Wednesday night. The Madison 
hosts picked up luggage and guests and enjoyed the 
fellowship. Thanks to Kandi and Dick for your gen-
erous support.  
 We in Southwest Wisconsin have much to be 
proud of and we are blessed abundantly. 
 - Phil Crawford 

Our mission at the Congregational United Church of 
Christ is to celebrate God’s love.  As disciples of Jesus 
Christ we celebrate that love by responding to the 
needs of our congregation, community and the world 
through worship, education, fellowship, and service to 
all. 
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Thank you for sending me photos and for 
your greetings. 
For me it was a very important time with 
you. I want to say thanks especially to 
you for all your time you gave us. It was a 
great gift. 
Back home I’m full of impressions. 
Thank you, 
greetings to all I know 
Your Partner in Moers, 
Ferdinand 
God bless you 

Dear friends, 
We’re at home again. All flights have 
been o.k. and it is also right to our chil-
dren and our flat. 
The time with you has been very de-
lighted. We thank you once more for your 
friendship and your kindness; we’ve en-
joyed it very much. 
Love 
Horst and Marga 



Lay Readers 
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Ushers & greeters 
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5 
Yoke Council 
@ MP 7pm 

6 7 

8 
 

9 
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11 
 
6:30  
Finance/MP 
7:30 Council 

12 
 

13 
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15 
WI Conf. lis-
tening session 
@ Plymouth 
UCC 2pm 

16 
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18 19 
New Orleans 
mission info 
meeting 7pm 
MP 

20 
 

21 

22 
 

23 	
�
Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving 
service @ 
MPUCC 7pm 

25 
 

26 27 28 

29 30     �
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Sunday 
school 9am 

Worship  
10:30 am 
Childcare  
provided 



Phone: 608-987-2025 
E-mail: mpucchrist@gmail.com 
Website: www.mpucc.com 

You are welcome here 

Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
300 Maiden St. 
Mineral Point, WI 53565 

Pastor 
Rev. Todd Smith Lippert 
office 987-2025 
home 935-0001 
Email tslippert@mhtc.net 
 
Office Administrator 
Heather Dampf 
Office 987-2025 
Email mpucc@gmail.com 
 
Maintenance 
Don Huxtable 
Council Chair 
Greg Wilson        
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November 10 
Additional tickets available at Keuler Insurance.   

Interested in officially joining the church?   
Contact Pastor Todd tslippert@mhtc.net or 987-2025 


