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Call to Order
Certifying a Quorum
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Acceptance of Annual Budget

Approval of 2009 Budget
Election of Governing Offices
Congregational United Church of Christ 2008 Annual Report 
Church Council President’s Report
Greg Wilson
“Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the people.”

As I look back at 2008 I am reminded of the truth in that little Sunday school rhyme.  It is the efforts of all the people in the congregation that make it possible for us to bring God’s message into the world.

With that said I would like to thank the members of the church council and committees for all their hard work and dedication this last year.  Special thanks go to our retiring council members:  Ann Gorgen, Barb Fitzsimmons and Gary Tibbits.

We are happy to nominate Karen Tennessen and Jim Bennett for new terms on the church council.  We still need several more members.  If you are interested please call the office.

2008 was a year of changes.  


 -We said good-bye to Pastor David Schlieter and wish him, Anne, Clare and Cole all the best as they move on to new challenges.
-We welcomed an old friend back as Pastor Beryl Melcher served us as interim pastor during our search to call a new minister.  
-We began a new journey with the calling of Pastor Todd Smith Lippert and the yoking of our church with Plymouth United Church of Christ in Dodgeville.


I would like to thank all the members of the Search Committee for their hard work and dedication throughout this Process:  Marvin Hanson(Chair), Ann Gorgen, Cheryl Smeja, Deb Ivey, Chuck Tennessen, Karen Crawford, Tom Schmit, Chuck Steudel, Sarah Berg, Patty Johnston and Greg Wilson.  We were blessed to have found such an excellent choice in our own back yard.

The yoking of our church with Plymouth UCC has brought still more change.  We moved to an earlier service and saw some changes in the holiday services as well.  As this year moves along we hope to have the opportunity to come together with Plymouth for some joint worship and fellowship activities.  It will take some time feel our way along but I am confident that the yoke will serve both churches well – spiritually as well as financially.

The Building Campaign continues.  We can all see the new doors and revitalized windows, but we also continue to save on heating with the new furnaces. 

I would like to express my gratitude to everyone for their efforts on behalf of the church:  The pasty makers, all those who help with the roast beef dinner, the harvest auction, the alumni lunch, Sunday school, the beautiful decoration of the sanctuary and the wonderful garden, the choir, helping with the newsletter and website….. The list could go on and on and I would still forget something.  Also, a big thanks to our staff: Mary Dunn, Marla Martin, Joan Mundth, Heather Dampf, and Don Huxtable

 I’m sure the year ahead will bring its own set of challenges but also a new set of rewards as we move forward in our ministry to each other and our community.

Respectfully Submitted, Greg Wilson
Pastor’s Report 2008
2008 was an eventful year for Congregational UCC of Mineral Point.  A year with a pastoral transition is always eventful, and stressful.  Saying goodbye to a pastor and family is never easy, even when the relationship isn’t perfect or always happy.  There is personal loss and mixed up emotions.  There is also an onslaught of work that needs to be done, and search committee members know something of that.  Then a new person comes in and the relationship building starts over.  There are high hopes and some pressure to get everything off on the right foot.
I am truly excited to be serving with you as your pastor and teacher, and I’ve enjoyed getting to know you over the last few months.  This relationship building will be a central task for our work together in the near future.  We will simply need to be together for a while, and build trust.  This task takes time, and in our situation it may take some more time than we expect.  We have to be honest about the fact that I am serving two churches at once and that my time is divided.  We will need some time to grow into how the details of a “yoke” work themselves out.
It can be a painful thing for a church to move to a half-time pastor.  It can feel like failure.  A congregation can feel very acutely that it is not the church it used to be.  I won’t deny that those feelings are real, but I don’t think this is our reality.  I think this yoking is a step towards health and new possibilities, and not another step toward decline.  I’m convinced that the yoking doesn’t just put us in better financial position, it also positions us to grow spiritually.  Churches that are growing spiritually are the churches that grow.  In this new relationship, the pastor cannot do everything.  This may challenge some of our assumptions about the role of the pastor, but if we talk about this carefully and honestly, we should find more opportunities for more people to be doing meaningful ministry.  
I grew up in a small UCC church in a town of 700 people.   We had a revolving door of pastors in and out of that church.  This made it difficult for our church to feel like a stable place, or to be a community that was growing spiritually, not to mention in numbers.  I want the small town church, to be a stable, healthy place that is growing spiritually.  But for this to happen, the small town church needs to do some things differently.  Staying open to God’s call, I think we will find that working with other churches more closely is a life-giving direction.
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Besides relationship building, I will remain focused on the fish I rambled on about during stewardship month.  We will gather for worship and find a God there who is inviting us into deeper relationship through prayer and scripture study (we’ll be talking prayer in Lent).  This God will call us to build relationship and community with one another.   Go d will send us to serve the world in the way of Jesus Christ.  Then we will all come back to worship and continue the life-giving journey.  Keeping our focus here, I’m confident that we will find that our spiritual lives are growing, and I’m confident as well that we will welcome new people into the life of our community.
In Peace,

Pastor Todd 
Finance and Stewardship Committee 2008
Joe Palzkill

This has been a good news year for church finances. 

With a temporary minister for much of the year, and then changing to a part-time minister in the fall, the church has significantly reduced annual expenses.  For the first time in many years, the church income exceeded expenses in 2008.  The excess income was more than $12,000.  The 2009 budget plans for that trend to continue.

At year-end the church checking account balance is $23,903.74 and there is $47,500 in CDs in the bank.  With the strong operating performance in 2008, it was the first year in many the church did not have to cash in any CDs.

The one significant concern in finances for the year is total income reduced by $9,000.  Most of that was due to lower member giving of almost $6,000.  To keep finances strong, it is very important member giving remains strong.

The financing for the building improvements continues to be very good.  Pledges have been turned in on time, and the building expenses are within budget.  The church currently has a short-term building loan at Farmer’s Savings Bank of approximately $37,500, which was expected.  As of year-end 2008, the church is two years into the five year pledge period.  Total building donations of $179,466 out of the total pledged amount of $404,000 have been received through year-end 2008.  The pledge contributions are well on the way, but still have a ways to go.  So, please remain diligent with sending in pledge commitments.  Thanks to all for the generous contributions to fund this project.

Operationally, the Finance and Stewardship Committee continues to meet monthly.  A note of appreciation to all members, Phyllis Bennett, Marv Hanson, Jim Smeja, Nancy Schmit, Dan Ivey, and  treasurer/bookkeeper Marla Martin, who does a tremendous job keeping our finances in order.

Overall, the church has much good financial news, but it is important that member giving and fundraising continue to be strong in 2009

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Palzkill

Chairman, Finance and Stewardship Committee

Memorial Fund Report 2008

Submitted for Annual Report by Phyllis Bennett, Memorial Fund Chairperson

Balance 12/31/07









$6860.91
1/16/08
Interest








$20.84
2/16/08
Interest








$19.94
3/03/08
Memorial Gifts (Elsie Baker Family)




$200.00
3/17/08
Memorials Honoring Bruce Bennett




$1025.00
                   (from M/M Richard McNeill, M/M E.J. Plesko, Barbara Gorton, 




M/M Butch Mosely, M/M Tom Schmit, M/M Dick Josh, 





Helen Tibbitts, M/M Craig Mellor, and family of Bruce Benett)
3/19/08
Interest








$14.71
3/25/08
Memorials honoring Bruce Bennett




$125.00



(from M/M Mert Baker)
4/3/08
Memorials honoring Bruce Bennett




$75.00




(from Bob & Lynette Ivey, M/M Ray Castor)
4/16/08
Interest & Memorial gift honoring Doug Johnson


$22.71

(from M/M Phil Crawford)
5/8/08
Memorial gift honoring Bruce Bennett



$10.00

(from Jim & Gola Martin)
5/21/08
Interest








$16.05
6/15/08
Memorials honoring Doug Johnson




$40.00

(from Phyllis Bennett, Janet Jackson, Helen Tibbits)
6/18/08
Interest








$12.88
6/30/08
Memorial Gifts honoring Mildred Noble



$20.00




(from Ruth Jungbluth and anonymous)
7/16/08
Interest








$12.97
8/20/08
Interest








$16.26

9/09/08
Memorial gift honoring Mary Polkinghorn



$15.00

(from Ruth Jungbluth)
9/15/08
Interest








$13.04
10/15/08
Interest








$13.07
11/15/08
Interest








$15.37
12/19/08
Interest








$11.48
12/30/08
Memorial money honoring Marian Ahlgrimm


$1000.00

(from Mick Ahlgrimm)

Balance 12/31/08









$9560.23


Buildings & Grounds Report 2008

Fritz Aschliman

This year we did a few smaller projects including putting in two main doors on east side and west side of church.  Mark Mitchell also installed new locks and new hardware.  

We replaced sidewalks with cement on the east side as well as new cement along the wall.  We had to repair rock work on the wall of church. We also repaired the water drain from roof and compact it with gravel.

We did get part of the stained glass windows done, but there is still more to do.

We are looking into updating the nursery upstairs.  Maybe paint and install new carpet.  A new gate is also needed to prevent the risk of children falling down the stairs.
Mission/Partnership Committee 2008
Dick Josh
Our church’s mission/partnership committee was involved with a number of local, regional, national and global level projects this past year. Many thanks to both committee members and members of the congregation for support in the form of help and donations this past year.
 Activities of the committee included the following:

Iowa County Food Pantry: We collected food and household items throughout the year, with delivery to the Pantry approx every six weeks. We also conducted two door to door campaigns with 30 and 40 bags of food collected. Two donations of $100 each were made to the Food Pantry.

Winter Wear: we collected winter coats and apparel through the summer, into fall for the Winter Wear project for distribution at the Grace Lutheran Church site in Dodgeville.

WECARE: we collected items needed by families with young children during the summer and as school time approached. This program has moved to the SWCAP location.

Community Connections Free Clinic: we had hoped to hold our first bed race fundraiser, but it did not materialize this past year. We will plan to reschedule it. A donation of $100 was made to the CCFC.

Heifer Project International: this project involving the Sunday School students was culminated at Easter time. The Sunday School along with pledges from the congregation netted $522.00. Greg Wilson met with the Sunday School to make their ‘purchases’ of a variety of animals. 

Pennies for Peace/Central Asia Institute: Karen Crawford brought forth a project to collect pennies to support education in areas of Pakistan and neighboring areas to help rebuild schools damaged by earthquake and by warfare. It focused on education for girls.  The penny collection jar netted $114.90.

Equal Exchange/Fair Trade: Thank you to everyone who purchased Fair Trade products this past year. We have had coffees, tea, chocolate and nuts for sale. 

Food Resource Project: Our congregation under leadership of Rev Beryl Melcher has completed a second project for FRB. The sale of the 07 project animal at the Fitzsimmons farm was completed. In 2008, a corn crop project at the Robert and Jill White farm and two calves at the Mary Dunn farm were undertaken. Our crop has been sold and the calves were being sold as feeders as the year ended. The project was funded by donations and by a grant from the SW Association.

Bethany Youth Group: We hosted the overnight stay by the youth group led by Rev Steve Gehlert in June. Cost was approx $120.00.

Partnership: Three of our members traveled to the UEK and Russia as a partnership trip, Karen and Phil Crawford and Fritz Aschliman. Karen has continued to serve on the SW Association partnership committee. 

Other donations made:

   --tornado emergency relief, Todd Bennett family, $100

   --SW Wisconsin Family Advocates, $50

   --Samaritans Deeds Missions (formerly Project Self Help, MS trip), $100

   --Upland Hills Health Dialysis, $50

   --Global Ministries, $50

Information shared:

   --Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM) and Five for Five wider ministries appeal

   --Church World Service

   --Relief needs in Iowa Co and areas during flooding.

Advent Giving:

Two Families from Iowa County received 50+ holiday packages, plus many household items; SERRV/Greater Gift craft and artisan items, sales at approx $250.00; Church World  Service Gifts of $100; and 10 food packages delivered to families in Mineral Point.  Committee expended $300.00

OCWM and Five- For- Five support:

    --our congregation allocated $3500.00 for OCWM

    --offerings for One Great Hour of Sharing = $316.00

                        Strengthen the Church = $120.00

                        Neighbors in Need = 308.00

                        Christmas Fund = $234.00 

Committee members this past year included: Karen Crawford; Jim Smeja; Greg Wilson; Sandy Weitzel; Jean Polkinghorn, Chuck Steudel, Pat Johnston, Dick Josh

THANK  YOU to everyone who supported these activities this past year.

Respectfully submitted, 

Dick Josh, Chair
Religious Ed 2008
Ann Gorgen
Religious Ed has held a year of changes.  January through May we continued to use the GATHER ROUND curriculum, Sunday School was weekly, and we utilized several teachers to offer this great forum for our children.   

Jean Polkinghorn and Marie Anderson were the dedicated teachers of the 3 year olds through Kindergarten age group.  

1st through 4th grades had rotating teachers.  Anne Schlieter, Sarah Berg, Amanda Heisner, Karen Tennesen, Steph Brokopp, Ann Gorgen, Holly Allen and Patti Johnston all had a piece in teaching.  

5th through 8th graders were taught by Barb Fitzsimmons and Tom Schmit, Were they were feeling more grown up with the great preteen curriculum.  

In March we hosted the 2nd annual Kids Ecumenical Choir.  25 Children participated and 100 people attended the concert.  Many soloists performed this year, which made for a great concert.  

Beginning in September with the new school year we began a new plan of Sunday School.  In order to keep the GATHER ROUND curriculum working we need to replace several teachers.  Jean Polkinghorn and Marie Anderson retired after 30 plus years of teaching – every Sunday!  (Please thank them when you see them for their unbelievable commitment to our children)  We also had several other teachers that were no longer able to commit.  So we looked outside of the box, searched for new ideas, researched other churches and other curriculums, surveyed our parents, meet with our teachers and came up with a new plan.  

Sunday School is now once a month.  It incorporates a Bible Lesson, a lesson referring to today’s world; we share a meal together and then gather with our families for a field trip.  In September 11 families traveled to PECKS in Spring Green for a field trip.  All the age groups are learning together with our new plan.  The older kids help the younger ones.  The environment is fun and educational all wrapped into one.  

Holly Allen and Lenny planned, wrote and facilitated an incredible Christmas program for the children this year.  It was cancelled twice because of bad weather, but the kids were still able to act out, sing about and enjoy the story of Christ birth during our rehearsal times.  Sorry you were not able to see it. 

If you have questions or suggestions please give Ann Gorgen a call to discuss.  I’d love to hear from you!  

Ann Gorgen
987-3311
grantann@mhtc.net
Women’s Fellowship Day Group 2008
Marie Anderson

We met monthly from February to May and then from September to December.  We had our meetings only weather permitting as most of our members are in their 80’s and 90’s.  We have devotions and discussions and fellowship at our meetings.  

We can usually be found helping with the pasty crust or working somewhere in the church.  We helped with the pasty sales, beef dinner, salad luncheon, and 7 funeral lunches.  We prepared and served the Fabulous fifties luncheon and the Toay Reunion.

We held a rummage sale in June, in which we did the set up and take down and sales and made $1200.00.  We gave clothes to Winter Wear for Folks and Avoca Flood victims.  We enlisted younger women of the church and some nonmembers to help us serve funerals and luncheons.  

We had help from Anna Schmit, Carrie Josh and Megan Anderson too.  We gave money to Delmar Grange for the church flower bed.  We gave Christmas gifts of money to Mineral Point Care Center, Bloomfield Manor, Upland Hills, New Glarus Home, Minister, Organist, Custodian and Indian girl.

Thank you to all that are a part of our group and all that help us through the year.

2008 Annual Report of the Wisconsin Conference Minister

Rev. David S. Moyer

Grace and peace to you from the One who was and is and is to come, Jesus Christ our Savior.  Thank you for this opportunity to share with you a brief report from the Wisconsin Conference United Church of Christ, a ministry partner of your congregation.  It is a privilege to have this report included in your church’s annual report.

As I reflect on the year 2008, it hardly seems possible that it has passed.  It has been a year in which our common ministries have grown through your congregation’s faithfulness to the covenant we share.  In 2006 our Board of Directors established a Mission Statement that called on us to set a goal of founding five new congregations in the next five years.  Grace UCC in Milwaukee was the first, and its ministry continues to grow.  In 2008 we called Pastor Mario Navarro from our partner church in Honduras to start a new Latino congregation in Waukesha.  Three services were held in the fall of 2008, and about 25 persons are currently participating in La Viña Del Señor, with the hope of weekly services beginning early in 2009.  Through the Church Development and Renewal Team we are helping churches identify whether they are ready for significant renewal projects, which can be supported by grants.

One area of great pride for the Conference has always been its Outdoor Ministry program through United Church Camps, Inc.  Both sites, Moon Beach and Pilgrim Center, have seen major face-lifts in the past year, with almost all of the work completed through volunteer labor.  We are so grateful to the hundreds of persons who have taken part in this work, which makes these construction and remodeling projects possible.  As you read this report, work is beginning on a new chapel at Pilgrim Center.  At Moon Beach, a grant has made possible a shoreline restoration project that will serve as a model for northcountry lakes.

A Special Gifts Campaign, completed in 2008, raised $1 million to honor two of our former Conference Ministers, the late Dr. Ralph Ley and Dr. Frederick Trost.  In July Mrs. Ruth Ley helped us turn over the first shovels of earth to break ground for the Ley Chapel at Pilgrim, and in October we named the Conference Center the Frederick R. Trost Center, with Fred and Louise Trost and members of their family present.  What a joy to recognize these two remarkable servants of our church in Wisconsin and to see building and program strengthened through the generosity of so many of their friends and colleagues!

The programs of the Conference are provided to resource the local churches, to encourage pastors and to offer spiritual growth and leadership development to laity.  Lay Academy now has new programs in Christian education and Youth Ministry.  Evangelism training at the “Bring ‘Em In” workshop offered churches a chance to learn how to invite and welcome new persons.  The Association Ministers lead many groups for laity and clergy and staff congregations in the search for a new pastor and in times when guidance and counsel from beyond the local church is needed.  

Three groups: clergy, laity, and youth, traveled to Chiapas, Mexico to learn about the lives of native peoples and to understand the church in a different culture.  Two home-building trips in cooperation with the Evangelical and Reformed Synod of Honduras continues to provide hands-on mission opportunity along with the spiritual growth that comes with experiencing faith among sisters and brothers in a different social and cultural setting.  Your gifts continue to support the Health Ministry of our own Rev. Barbara and Gus de Sousa in Brazil.  Many of these special mission projects are funded through the recent “Forward in Faith” campaign, and we thank you for the continuing gifts to these important programs.

Your gifts also support so many of our mission partners, including our National UCC and its ministries throughout the world.  We maintain the UCC’s commitment to educational ministry through support of campus ministries in UW campuses and through gifts to Northland, Lakeland, and Elmhurst Colleges and our three Midwestern seminaries (Chicago, United and Eden) through a program called CUE.  Health and Human Service partners include New Glarus Homes, Cedar Community, and Fairhaven with services for retired and aging persons; Crossroad and Orion Family Services for youth; Back Bay Mission to serve the poor in the Gulf coast region of Mississippi; Aurora Parish Nursing and Pastoral Care in Milwaukee; Emmaus Homes for those with developmental disabilities; and Lifelink with a specialized ministry in international adoption.  It is amazing the things we are able to do together.

I am grateful to our staff.  Each one of them works hard and is completely committed to helping congregations grow in the places God has called them.  I give thanks for the pastors who serve our churches.  Their teaching, caring and leadership is a gift to each of us and to the whole United Church of Christ.  I am grateful to call them colleagues.  In our UCC, we often use the word “covenant” to speak of the essential relationships that bind us to one another through Jesus Christ and the common commitment we have to ministry.  I continually see a lively covenant in our common life in the Wisconsin Conference. Your support makes it possible for us to do many important things together that would simply be impossible alone.  Your faith and creativity in serving the needs of your particular settings encourages me in my faith journey.  Thank you and thanks be to God.

I wish you much joy and many blessings and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you as you seek to be the faithful Body of Christ in the coming year.

David S. Moyer

Conference Minister
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